Welcome to Pack 94! 2008-09

Greg Daggett, Cubmaster, home:  939-8784

Web Site:  BoiPack94.com
As your Pack Committee Chair and Cubmaster, we wish to welcome all our new Cub Scouts and parents.  The scouting experience exposes boys to many different opportunities, which will influence their lives well into adulthood in the areas of skills, civic responsibility, and character development.  This is achieved through positive learning experience.  One of the tools we use to achieve these experiences is having as much fun as possible!

The Cub Scout Motto is “Do Your Best!”  Our leaders have a motto, too.  It is “KISMIF” – which means “Keep It Simple, Make It Fun!”  We have a fabulous group of leaders this year.  They are very enthusiastic and dedicated to making their dens an enjoyable experience for their boys.  To accomplish this, they will need your help.  SCOUTING IS FAMILY!  It takes help from all of the parents to make their sons’ dens successful and to make Pack 94 grow and keep on the go!

We have made a list of jobs that we need some help with for the upcoming year.  We cannot do it alone.  Most of the tasks are very simple and not time consuming.  However, if one person tries to do most of them, it can be overwhelming.  Please take a look at the leadership list and see where you can help.  Even if it’s a small task every little bit helps!  The important thing to remember is that Cub Scouts is a family experience.  The boys cannot earn ranks without their parents’ help and encouragement.  The pack itself cannot survive without the active participation of parents in both formal and informal leadership roles.

What is Cub Scouts?  Since 1910 Scouting has been weaving lifetime values into fun and educational activities designed to assist parents in strengthening character, good citizenship, and physical fitness in youth.  Scouting is family values!  At the same time, Cub Scout-age boys don’t join scouting just to get their character built.  Boys join because it is fun.

With the many negative influences in today’s society, Scouting is there to provide your son with a positive peer group and a program that is fun and adventurous and helps him to “BE PREPARED” to shape his own future.  In a society in which your son is often taught that winning is everything, Cub Scouting teaches him to “do his best” and be helpful to others as expressed in the Cub Scout Motto and Promise.

Dens:  Your son is a member of a den.  A den generally has between six and ten boys.  Dens generally meet up to once a week to once a month depending on the achievements that need to be accomplished and at the leader’s convenience.  The den is lead by a Den Leader (generally a parent), who is assisted by an Assistant Den Leader (another parent), and at times a  Den Chief (an older Boy Scout) and/or a Denner (a Cub Scout in the den elected by the den leaders – this position rotates)  The den provides your son with a group of boys his own age where he can earn status and recognition, along with gaining a sense of personal achievement for the new skills he learns.  All den meetings must have at least two adults present.  All parents are invited to attend any and all den meetings.

Pack:  Our pack is currently made up of 5 dens.  We meet once monthly.  We expect all Cub Scout families to participate to, as the Law of the Pack states, “Help the Pack Go.”  The monthly Pack meeting is the climax of the month’s Den meetings and activities.  Pack meetings have games, skits, stunts, songs, ceremonies, and awards presentations.

Pack Committee:  A pack committee made up of Den leaders, pack committee members and all parents manages the pack.  The committee meets once a month (generally on the first Wednesday of the month).  The Committee Chairperson leads the pack committee meetings.  The agenda for the pack committee meetings centers on the pack meeting’s monthly theme, as well as other special events.  If you have suggestions for improving den or pack meetings, please call someone on the committee.  The exact title that a person has on the committee does not really matter.  We work as a team and are determined to have the best possible program for all our boys.

Cub Scout Program:  The Cub Scout program has five ranks.  The first rank is Tiger Cubs.  The Tiger cub motto is “Search, Discover, and Share”.  It is a one year program for first graders and their parents.  The Tiger Cub can wear the official Cub Scout shirt or the Tiger Cub t-shirt.

The motto for 2nd through 5th grade Cub Scouts is “Do Your Best.”  Each Cub Scout learns to respect his home, country, God, and other people.  The program also helps boys this age to:

· Learn new physical skills through sports, crafts and wood working

· Learn how to get along with others through games and team activities

· Develop new mental skills such as writing and calculating

· Develop personal independence

The second rank in Cub Scouts is Bobcat.  It is required of every boy entering the Cub Scouts, regardless of his age.  It is achieved when the Cub Scout has learned the Cub Scout Promise, Law of the Pack, handshake, salute, sign, motto and meaning of “WEBELOS.”  Once a boy earns his Bobcat badge, he can then move on to earn the rank for his age/grade level.

For second graders, after earning their Bobcat badge, they proceed on to become a Wolf Cub.  Wolf Cub Scouts wear the yellow neckerchief and blue uniform shirt with the appropriate patches (as shown in the Wolf Cub Book).  Wolf Cubs work at finishing twelve achievements from the Wolf Book, mostly with the help of their parents at home.  They can also work on various projects at the den meetings.  After earning his Wolf badge, boys can work on electives in the Wolf book to earn gold and silver arrow points (one for each 10 electives completed).  Parents have the authority to sign off on any task.

Third graders work at earning the Bear Cub rank and change to a blue neckerchief.  Bear Cubs also complete twelve achievements, but have twenty-four to choose from.  These achievements are divided up into four categories: God, Country, Family and Self.  They must complete one achievement for God, three for Country, four for Family and four for Self.  More of the work can be done in the den meetings; but again the scout also needs to work at home if he is to earn his rank.  After earning his Bear badge, boys can work on electives in the Bear book to earn gold and silver arrow points (one for each 10 electives completed).  Parents have the authority to sign off on any task.

Fourth and fifth graders work at earning the Webelos rank and the Arrow of Light award in a two year program.  Webelos (which means “We’ll Be Loyal Scouts”) use a plaid neckerchief and have the option of using the blue Cub Scout shirt or the khaki Boy Scout shirt.  The Webelos program is much different in that the boys are now working at earning activity badges.  There are twenty activity badges in all.  Much of the work is done in the den meeting.  If the scout wants to earn all twenty badges, he will need to work at home with his parents as well.  For Webelos, only the Den Leader, or an adult that the den leader has approved, has the authority to sign off on a completed task as completed for an activity badge.

Uniform:  Blue jeans or Navy blue pants in good repair are acceptable in lieu of the uniform pants.  This is done in an effort to keep the uniform cost down so that every boy can afford to take part.  Hats are optional and are not part of the required uniform.  Please review the section on “Uniforms” in your son’s book for more information, or ask your Den Leader.

Progress Toward Ranks Badge:  Wolf and Bear Cub Scouts wear the Progress Toward Ranks badge as an outward symbol of the activities they have completed toward earning their Wolf and Bear ranks.  The Den Leader awards the badge and the first yellow beads to a Wolf Scout after they complete their first three achievements.  Scouts earn an additional bead for each additional three achievements they complete.  Once they have four beads, they have completed twelve achievements and are ready to advance to the Wolf rank.  In the Bear year, the scouts receive a red bead for each three achievements they complete on the Bear Trail.  Again, once they have four red beads, they have completed twelve achievements and are ready to advance to the Bear rank.

Segments:  Segments are small patches awarded to scouts for attendance and participation in pack activities such as Popcorn Sales, Rocket Launch, Blue and Gold Banquet and Pinewood Derby.  Scouts may also earn segments for participating in Den activities as determined by the Den Leader.  Segments are paid for by the Pack and are awarded at the Pack meetings as part of advancement.  Parents should not purchase individual segments for their son for activities that are not Pack or Den related.

Religious Emblems Program:  As a Cub Scout, your son may earn the religious emblem of his faith and wear the religious emblems square knot on his uniform, above the left pocket.  Speak with your Den leader or call the Council office for more information regarding the religious emblems program.  For St. Marks (our chartering organization) parishioners, Scouts are awarded the Catholic emblem they earn at Scout Sunday, generally held in February of each year.  As Wolves and Webelos 1, the scouts prepare to achieve the Light of Christ (Wolves) and Parvuli Dei (Webelos) emblems.

Academics and Sports Programs:  Scholarship leads to adventure.  The Academics program shows Cub Scouts through geography, computers, art, science, mathematics and more that they will discover new adventures and freedom.  The Sports program provides opportunities for athletic events between Cub Scouts and provides Cub Scouts the opportunity to interact with adults.  Scouts develop physical fitness skills and more importantly learn about sportsmanship and its three major elements: honesty, fair play and respect.  Through the Academics and Sports Programs the boys can earn belt loops and pins.  Your Den Leader and the Cubmaster have a complete guide to the Academic and Sports Programs, if you are interested, or the small book can be purchased at the Scout Store.  Parents are responsible for purchasing the belt loops and pins their scout has earned.  The belt loops and pins are awarded during the monthly pack meeting advancement award ceremony.

Pack Meeting and Events Schedule:

	9/19/08
	“New Buddies”
	Rain Gutter Regatta
	Friday  
	6:30 PM

	10/24/08
	“Adventures in Books”  
	Rocket Launch & Hot Dog Sales
	Friday
	5:30 PM

	11/8/08
	Scouting for Food
	Pick up on 11/8/07
	Saturday
	8:00 AM

	11/13/08
	“Seeds of Kindness”  
	Speaker & Donations
	Thursday
	6:30 PM

	12/11/08
	“Holiday Lights”
	Cookie Exchange
	Thursday
	6:30 PM

	1/15/09
	 “A-Maze-ing Games”
	Cake Auction
	Thursday
	6:30 PM

	2/27/09
	“American ABC’s”
	Blue & Gold Dinner
	Friday
	5:30 PM

	3/19/09
	“When I Grow Up”  
	Arrow of Light
	Thursday
	6:30 PM

	4/17/09
	“Jurassic Pack”
	Pinewood Derby & Hot Dogs Sales
	Friday
	5:30 PM

	5/16/09
	“Leave Nothing But Footprints”  
	Bike Rodeo
	Saturday
	10:00 AM

	6/5-7/09
	“A Camping We Will Go”  
	Cub-O-Ree
	Friday/Sunday
	


Pack Budget

Each Pack is responsible for managing its own budget.  Based on our expenses for awards, special activities, group camp reservations for the Cub-O-Ree, insurance, snacks, leadership handbooks, etc., the funding for your son’s program in the 2008/2009 year is $40.00.  If your son would like to subscribe (or renew his subscription) to “Boy’s Life” magazine, please add $12.00 (subscription starts in February, can add $4.00 to start subscription in October).  Additionally, we strongly encourage all scouts to participate in our annual fund raising activity, Popcorn Sales.  Cub O Ree Fees are based on the success (lower fees) of this important activity.

**Make check payable to Pack 94.  Den leaders need to collect new scout registration forms and all fees by the end of September.

